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Handout #2 p.1 — excerpt from the chapter Ordering of Sonnes from Fourteene Yeare Old and
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278 Begin reading here Ordéring of fornes :
Farents ought ~* Atthis P]ECE 1 could afford ro make an ende of
foacach e, the firlt part of the Chriftianparents office,which
gmelingand g the neceffary and wile education of childrencill

T macriage : but that one thing commeth to my
minde, which I haue fingled out, becanfel fee
much milcheifecommeth thereupon :whichis a
kinde of childifh. brancrie, whereupon many. doe
ftand in this.our age,and fo vpward: and thefe be
the-words of our young bloods; 7ws#? offer nomay
wrong or difgrace, but ifany be offercdtome I willng i
put it wp: I will not take wrong at any mans hand. This
Asdlediteale, they rake to be the honour and repuration ofa.
cwangerand | many.and namely of: 2 gentleman, that the Igaft
TS touch. or word, which feemeth rocarricany dil-
grace, they be readic to ftab, or.to challenge inta
thefield. Andif through anger one chance to
{ay, thou lie(t; or touch his cheeke with the backe
ofhis hand; thisis takenin fuch fcorne , tharthere
is noway of pacification ot reconciliation,but by
the [acrifice of death, eitherone or both mufk die,
or at thelealt they hazard their linesin awicked
combate. Solittleis the pricc of a mans life in our
" daies,and fo greatisthepride and wrath ofvaine
and foolifh men;fo thatmany a brajie gentleman
is calt away without caufe and vnoeceflarily. Puk
seialbs. gy animofamiratsr,cre.The commonpeople(faith
Sencca ) admire couragious gentlewen, and they.
that.are bold are honoured, but quiet.men are
counted cowards. This is fo perhaps atthe ficlk
fight,yet when dn cquall life doth make them dif-
cerneand belegne, that icisnot the cowardlinefle
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Gentlemen are
e dog ke che
man renowngd
For valeur,
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fubieét to eueryflaue? Towhom [anfwer; heisa
{faue which isinthralled into hisowne anger; bue
gentlemen are called, gewns d'armes, men that beare
armes; and therefore lec them read che hiftorieof
Inlins Cafar inhis Commentaries, and they fhall
finde, that he becing aman ofarmes, and very va-
liant, would not alway fight when he was prouo-
ked, no though his fouldiers called him coward,
but when it might be moft fafe for him and his ar-

End of excerpt my, and moft honourable in the iffuc: fo if our

gentlemen would conftder when they oughe to
fight,whatindecd belongethtotheir honour,and
what a lamentable iflue commeth of fuch rafh,
venturous, and bealtly fighting, there would not
be one offiue hundred to mourne for thecafting
away oftheir fonne,or of theirfriend. Iremem-
ber Lhaue heard it reported among wife men,thae
in the Courtin Queene Elizabeths time,of blefled
memory , there was afober ftaied gentleman a
Courtier,who went in and out ashis placerequi-
red with his{fword by his fide,but he medled with
no man,and gaue no. occalion of brawle:ona
timea couple of luftiebloods would needstrice if
hewere notacoward,and fetvpon him with theis
fiwords drawn;when he faw there was no remedy,
hedrew vpon them, thewed the valour of aquier
man, drivingthem both before him likea couple
of (heepe: fo if Parents would inftrutheir chil-
drento quiet mecknes, and to abftaine from quar-
rels,and quarrelling company 3 and voderband
arme them with skill & courage to defend thems
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