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22° lunij. 1587

W Iiam Edmu[ n] des: - The exam nation of WII|iam Edmundes a
| hezewi t : - -1 prei st of the society of lesuits,

borne in Crundall parish in Trimwrth
foure or fiue mles from Canterbury, of
the age of aboute 35/ yeares, of
Christs church in Oxforde, batcheler
of
artes, scholler to nmaster Doctor Toby
- Mat hew Towchi ng conference, he
aunswereth it cannot, it doth not, it

may not
stand with his faith and profession to
Curmed over doubt of his faith, and therfore he
cince ye statute: <v>vtterly refuseth to enter into
But a nost perilloos question
Chanpyon for ye pope: or dispute of the pointes of the
& therfore sent Cat hol i cke religion./

over: As a pillor:

[ Bel ow "The I nterrogatories whervpon the prisoners are to be

exam ned", which are listed on p.1, are interpolated with the answers.
The copy of the printed interrogatories and Ednond’ s answers are not

i ncl uded here. ]

| nt errogatory: 1 + Whether he doth acconpt himselfe Queene
El i zabeths true and | awful | subi ect
or no? and her Maiesty lawfull Queene
inright?

Answer : 1 ++ He is her Miestes true and | awf ul
subi ect, and acknow edget h her
hi ghnes to be | awfull Queene in
right, so farre

as he knowet h.

| nterrogatory: 2 + whether he doth holde it the parte of a
| awful | subiect to aunswer vnto a
Eqvi vocacys Magi strate appoi nted by her Mi estes
war r ant , -

ei ther vpon his oth or vpon his
al | eagaunce, to such Interrogatories
as shall concerne the drawi ng of her

subi ect es
fromtheir due obedi ence, and whet her he
for his parte will so aunswer?
Answer : 2 + He aunswereth he cannot tell whether a
[ N. B. subi ect shoul d aunswer to such

finger] Interrogatories as are nmentioned in



I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

Answer

I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

this
article, which w thdraw the subiects from
her Mai estes due obedi ence, for
soneti nes he saith he is bounde,
sonetinme he is not
bounde, because the positiue |lawes of this
real me do ouerthrow in many thi nges
the Catholicke religion: And for
his parte he will aunswer, but not vpon
his oth, because he is a privil edged
person, and hath vowed the gouer nnment
of his bodye, and direction of his soule,
to the disposition of his superior
general | named C audi us Aqua viua, an
Italian, And therfore cannot be drawne to
external | Courtes.

3 + whan he went ouer the Sea? first

He went over the seas about si xteene
year es sence.

whet her by licence or no, as a nerchaunt
or passinger?/

He went over without |icence as a
passenger .

whet her he be a Preist, lesuite, or
Sem nary?/

He is a preist of the society of
| esuits.

whan he was so made and by whon®?/ & whier

He was made subdeacon at G a<?>nado in
Spai ne, Preist at Corbuda in Spaine
by the Bi shopp there.

how I onge it is since he retorned, wher he
arrived, And in what places he hath
l'ived since?/

He retorned three yeares since, he
arrived aboute Yarnouth shoare, he
hath |ived cheiflye aboute London,

Essex, Hanpshire, Sussex, Kent, Suffolke,/
he saith it is religion not to
appeach any Catholicks for

receaui ng Preists, who cannot |iue wthout
the vse of Sacranments, and therfore
must of necessity giue them

entertaynnent.

whet her he were appointed by the
gouernours of his howse beyond the
Seas to cone into England, Ireland,

or any other parte of her Maiestes
dom ni ons, or canme of himselfe,? and



I nterrogatory:

Answers: [N. B.
finger]

I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

Answer: [ N. B.
finger]

I nterrogatory:

Answer :

8. 9.

10

1<9>0 +

11

1<0>|

12

12

+

to what entent he so cane? what he
had
pro viatico?/

what he was appointed by his said
gouernours to do here in England, and
what he hath done here since his
conmi ng i nto Engl and?/

He was appointed by his governours to
c<v>one for England, to the entent to
exercise his function, which he hath

execut ed whansoeuer occasion did serve,

and as he m ght.

whet her one parte of their preistlie
of fice be not sacranentally (as they
terme it<,>) to reconcile nen to the
Cat hol i cke

Rom sh Chur ch?/

He saith the terme of reconciliation is
made odi ous in England, but he hath
conferred the sacranent of penaunce,
conf essi on,

and absolution to diuers, but he will not
di scouer the parties.

WIlliam Ednundes of the society of |esus.

whet her in their sacranmentall confession
and reconcil enent (as they cal
it<,>) they do not persuade the
parties reconcil ed

to acknowl edge the Pope to be supreane
heade of the true Church, and that
wi thout his authority, or wher he

i s banni shed, & not obeyd ther is no true
Chur ch?/

He presupposeth for other Catholicks and
holdeth for himselfe it to be a
doctrine, that the Pope is the onely
supr eane

heade of the Church, and that ther can be
no true Church without the authority
of the Pope acknow edged t here.

whet her he haue receiued instructions
before his conmm ng from beyonde Seas
or since fromany other on that

or this side the Seas, where to receaue
any mssalls, Breviaries, the aunswer
to the english lustice,

or any ot her bookes which may draw t he
Queens subiects fromtheir due
obedi ence or dislike of the religion

publ i kel y professed in Engl ande?/

He hath receaued no instructions for



I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

| nterrogatory:

Answer s:

I nterrogatory:

Answer :

I nterrogatory:

13.

1<2>3.

14

1<5>4

15

16

15. 16
17 +

17.

18 +

any./. the bookes he hath sonetines
of his freindes, which he will not
name.

how many of those or such Iike bookes he
hat h receaued or deliuered forth, of,
an<t>d to whonme, and vpon what
price?./

He neuer receaved, nor deliuered any such
bookes.

whet her he haue since his comm ng from
beyond Seas receiued any nonye of any
English man for the

mai nt enaunce or releife of any preist or
ot her person who is fledd or gone
ouer Seas out of her Maiestes
dom ni ons?/ S

He hath receaued sone summes of nonye,
whi ch he hath sent over to Parris or
Rhoane to be distributed

generally ther, but will not confesse the
particul er places, or persons.

whet her he were one of those that went out
of the real me banni shed hence, the
yeare 27, and where he was

beyond Seas, while he was banni shed, and
wi th what english nen he had
conference with in his |last goinge

ouer, or duringe his being beyond Seas at
any tinme before?/

whan he retorned, in what sorte he
retorned, where he arrived?/

He was not bani shed.

whet her he haue at any tinme either beyonde
Seas, or since his conm ng ouer,
seene, redd, or harde any of the

excomuni caci ons agai nst her Maiesty
publ i shed first, and sett out by Pope
pi us quintus, and either altered,

confirmed, or qualified by Gegory?./

He neuer harde th<?>emredd, or redd any
of the Bulls nmentioned.

whet her he haue persuaded any of the
Queens subi ects, t<y>he Pope to haue
any authority to excommuni cate

the Queene for forsaking his religion, or
to absol ue the subiect from h<is>er
obedi ence, either by taking arnes

agai nst her, or willfully w thstandi ng her
| awes, till such tinme as she do
reconcile her selfe to that, which



t hey

call the Catholicke Church, and do
acknowl edge the Popes supremacies in
her dom ni ons?/ B

[ N. B. 18. + He doth not renenber that he hath taught
finger] any, that the Pope hath authority to
exconmuni cat e

t he Queene, but his owne opinion is, that
he hath all spirituall lurisdiction
wher of exconmmuni cati on

is one parte, and therfore that he nmay
excommunui cate any Prince vpon
causes.
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This manuscript isafair copy of the examinations of ten priestsimprisoned in London, including the
Jesuit William Weston. His interrogation begins on the page depicted here. Weston, who was being held
in the Clink Prison, was an Oxford friend of Edmund Campion, in whose honor he took one of his
aliases. He was an influential figure in the Catholic mission, converting the Earl of Arundel and
performing severa dramatic exorcisms of devils, polemic accounts of which may later have influenced
Shakespeare's King Lear. The last answer in his examination (not shown here) reads: “This Master
Edmundes was taken knocking at Master Frauncis Brownes doore dwelling in Hogge Lane, who hath
bene with him sence in conference in the Clinke, as Master lustice younge knoweth and will prooue.
Being demaunded towching Campion, he saith he is a Sainte, as he beleeueth.”

Almost ayear after being arrested, Weston was questioned on 22 June 1587, the date noted at the top of
the page. His captors were little interested in his theological positions except those regarding the royal
supremacy, but were much concerned with his movements, activities, and associates. The symbol of the
galows near the top of the page is misleading, as Weston was never executed. He was kept in prison and
later transferred to Wisbech Castle, where he was a prominent figure in a dispute among the Catholic
community as to who had proper spiritual jurisdiction over the Catholics in England. He chose
banishment in preference to taking the oath of alegiance to the Crown at the beginning of James|'sreign
and died in Spainin 1615.

For more information on William Weston/Edmonds, consult the Dictionary of National Biography;
The Reckoned Expense: Edmund Campion and the Early English Jesuits, edited by Thomas M cCoog
(Rochester, New Y ork: The Boydell Press, 1996); The Elizabethan Jesuits of Henry More, edited and
translated by Francis Edwards (London: Phillimore, 1981); and Weston's autobiography, William
Weston: the Autobiography of an Elizabethan, trandated by Philip Caraman, S.J. (London: Longmans
Green, 1955).



